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AMATEUR RADIO SPECTRUM PROTEC-
TION ACT NOW IN BOTH HOUSE AND
SENATE

The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection
Act of 2003 now has been introduced in
both chambers of Congress. Idaho Sena-
tor Michael Crapo introduced the Senate
version of the bill, S 537, on March 6.
Original cosponsors were Sen. Daniel
Akaka (D-HI) and Sen. Larry Craig (R-ID).
Florida Rep Michael Bilirakis put the latest
House version of the bill, HR 713, into the
legislative hopper on February 12. The
measures, an ARRL initiative, have been
introduced twice before in Congress.
ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, be-
lieves this third time could be the proverbial
charm.

"Actually, this is the best opportunity that
we've ever had to get this bill through, be-
cause more members of Congress than
ever before are paying attention to ham
radio now," said Haynie, whao's been in
Washington this week to talk Amateur Ra-
dio with lawmakers and regulators. In ad-
dition, Haynie pointed out, the House and
Senate will be considering major spectrum
reform bills, and the Amateur Radio Spec-
trum Protection Act could serve as an
amendment to that sort of legislation.

HR 713 and S 537 are aimed at ensuring
the availability of spectrum to Amateur Ra-

dio operators. The legislation would pro-
tect existing Amateur Radio spectrum
against reallocations to or sharing with
other services unless the FCC provides
"equivalent replacement spectrum" else-
where.

Haynie encouraged members of the
Amateur Radio community to contact their
senators and representatives to urge their
cosponsorship, which lends support to leg-
islation while it's in committee. The House
bill has been referred to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce; the Senate bill will
be considered by the Commerce, Science,
and Transportation Committee. In addi-
tion, although more members of Congress
than ever understand and appreciate the
benefits of Amateur Radio, some may re-
main reluctant to sign onto a technical
piece of legislation without some indication
of support from their own constituents.

"The League is doing all it can, but we
know the success or failure will be in the
hands of the amateur community," said
Haynie, who pledged the ARRL's continu-
ing efforts to get the bill enacted. "Letters
and e-mails are the key to getting legisla-
tion passed."

A sample letter is available on the ARRL
Web site <http://www.arrl.org/govrelations/
arspa.html>. Those writing their lawmak-

(Continued on page 6)
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March’s Speaker:

Our own President, Jeff

Hollis, W1CKH will have a
slide show and description
of his US Army experience

in communications during

the Vietnam War.
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That was some presentation last month,
wasn'tit? | know | could not do that job
for a living. And you thought you had an
unusual job! Thanks to Tim Riley and his
talk on his company Crime and Death
Scene Cleaning.

Temperatures have been starting to
slowly rise around here. The snow that
has covered the ground since December
is finally melting. | can see the ground out
in the back yard again.

Thinking about running for office? See
Mike, W1HFR or myself about contribut-
ing to the club next year by being a
‘mover and shaker’.

Any suggestions for the Newsletter?
Have any ideas to make it better? How
about writing an article? It is easy to do,
and I'll help you get published. Just
think, you'll be a published author!

Now that the temperatures are slowly
rising, can Field Day be far behind? We
need a volunteer to coordinate the Field
Day activities. Some of us want to really
put an extra effort out this year at the
event.

Code classes are in progress. If you are
interested in getting an upgrade and
learning the code, see me at the next
meeting. 73, Mike W1USN
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Well, it appears Spring is just around the
corner. | can now see that | do in fact still
have a canoe in me backyard. | missed
the thing all winter beneath the accumu-
lated snow and ice. At this month's meet-
ing I'll show slides of the communications
facility | worked at while in Vietnam.
Those pictures have been sitting in a foot-
locker in my basement for the better part
of thirty years. Viewing them the other
day brought back names, faces and
memories long forgotten. The basis of the
pictures is that | did not bring a camera
into Vietnam under the reasonable as-
sumption that it never occurred to me that
| would have either the time or the inclina-
tion to act like a tourista. Once arriving in-
country | quickly learned that Vietnam,
among other things, was the big PX in the
sky. The most amazing stuff was offered
to the Gl's and at the most unbelievable

prices. Among the things that | pur-
chased was a complete 35mm SLR cam-
era with filters, lenses etc. Every oppor-
tunity we got we were running around
taking pictures. This activity was largely
confined to the time when we were in
rear areas. One quickly learned that
when in the field, you only carried what
you had to and not a bit more. Addition-
ally, since | was in the delta area, | didn't
want mud and such in my new toy. As
an aside, every couple of weeks some of
the local ladies were invited/paid to en-
tertain us at the officer's club. Many,
many pictures were taken of these activi-
ties. Sorry, guys, my wife insisted that
they be purged. She was not at all
amused when she came into the room
the other day when | was showing them
on the wall. See you on the 20th.
Regards, Jeff, W1CKH
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This QRA membership meeting was called to order by club President Jeff Hollis, X

W1CKH at 7:08 pm on February 20, 2003 in the Reading Police Department meeting
room. There were 18 members and guests attending. QRA Editor Mike Rioux,
W1USN rose to introduce our speaker for the evening, Tim Riley, who gave a very in-
formative talk with slides on his business of " Crime and Death Scene Cleaning”. Tim
gave an in-depth account of how he cleans and disposes of biological and infectious
hazards which include blood and guano ( bird and bat droppings). All present seemed
fascinated by the talk. President Jeff presented Tim with a set of certificates to show R ''9
the clubs appreciation for the talk. Jim Fisk, W1HL spoke of plans to have a speaker
from MIT for the May meeting who will give a talk on Chandra X-ray satellites. Jim then
passed out cards with a list of Q signals and information about how to handle traffic on
the radio. Mike, W1USN asked for a show of hands of those who may be interested in

attending Morse code classes. Mike Riordan, W1HFR noted a need for a club Field it # &
Day chairperson to take his place this year. Mike will not be in the area during Field

Day. Mike also suggested the club reserve the PD room for next years membership 8 $ & 45 ,
meetings and volunteered to make the arrangements. Club Secretary Bob Reiser,

AA1M read a letter of thanks he had sent at the request of Mike, W1HFR to Kevin Ly- 9 <« :

cette of the MIT Bates Laboratory in Middleton, Mass. Kevin is the person who mows
the high grass at the Field Day site in preparation of our weekend operating activities
each year. A certificate signed by the club officers was included with the letter. Presi-
dent Jeff asked for a couple of volunteers to be a nominating committee for the upcom-
ing elections for club officers and replacement Board of Directors. Mike, W1HFR and
Mike, W1USN accepted the task. Raffle prizes were awarded to Dave Libby, N1SJB
(antenna book), Lenny Hanley, KIWYJ (70' of antenna wire). Don Holden, N1YPJ
(world wall map), Steve Smith, N1YPI (Checksoft software), Randy Bishop, KB1EDJ

( electronics book( and Vipal Shah, KBIHMW (1991 call book). Meeting was adjourned
at 9:06 pm by President Jeff.

Respectfully submitted, Bob Reiser, AA1M Club Secretary
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“Ever wondered where the
term "binnacle list" came
from?”

Hello Shipmates ... Ever wonder where the term "Slush Fund" came from? A slushy
slurry of fat was obtained by boiling or scraping the empty salted meat storage barrels.
This stuff called "slush" was often sold ashore by the ship's cook for the benefit of him-
self or the crew. The money so derived became known as a slush fund.

Devil to pay—Originally this denoted a specific task aboard ship such as caulking the
ship's longest seam. The "Devil" was the longest seam on the ship and caulking was
done with "pay" or pitch, which was an unpleasant task.

Ever wondered where the term "binnacle list" came from? It's from the old nautical
practice of placing the sick list on the binnacle (a covered stand on the ship's deck
which contained the ship's compass and a lamp) each morning, so that it would be
readily available for the captain. The modern binnacle list contains the names of crew-
men suffering from minor complaints which would preclude employment on strenuous
duty

Los Angeles—Full name is El Pueblo de Nuestra Senora la Reina de los Angeles de
Porciumcula. It is usually abbreviated to L.A.

The flag flying over the Parliament building on the Canadian two dollar bill is an Ameri-
can Flag.
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“ A dozen countries in the
Americas have agreed to
support a proposal for a
"harmonized" 300-kHz
amateur band in the
vicinity of 7 MHz.” IT IS
ABOUT TIME!!! (Ed.)

Upcoming contests:
Believe it or not...contest
season is just about over!
Next ARRL operating event
is Field Day in June. See
you at Field Day!

Other minor contests are
described on the ARRL
web site.

Rules are on the web at:
http://www.arrl.org/
contests/rules/2003
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HARMONIZED 7 MHz ALLOCATION GAINS SUPPORT IN THE AMERICAS

A dozen countries in the Americas have agreed to support a proposal for a
"harmonized" 300-kHz amateur band in the vicinity of 7 MHz. The issue of a uniform
worldwide 40-meter allocation is on the agenda of the World Radiocommunication Con-
ference 2003 (WRC-03), set to be held in Geneva this June and July. The US has so
far taken no position on the issue.

"It is possible that other countries will sign on when this proposal is circulated among
all 34 member-states of the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL),"
said ARRL Technical Relations Specialist Jon Siverling, WB3ERA. "It takes at least six
countries of the Organization of American States to make an Inter-American Proposal
(IAP). If more countries sign on, the IAP will have greater weight at WRC-03."

Argentina, Canada, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guate-
mala, Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay, Peru and Venezuela agreed to the Canadian-
sponsored IAP for a 300-kHz amateur band--from 7 to 7.3 MHz--in all three ITU radio
regions. That position is in line with what the International Amateur Radio Union
(IARU) has been calling for.

The support came during a meeting of CITEL's Permanent Consultative Committee
for Radiocommunications (PCC.II-RADIO) Working Group, which is preparing Inter-
American Proposals for WRC-03. PCC.lI-Radio met February 3-7 in Orlando, Florida.
Fourteen CITEL member states attended the Orlando session.

Siverling has been chair of so-called Chapter 5 issues for CITEL, leading up to WRC-
03, which he will also attend. Chapter 5 issues include the Maritime Mobile, Amateur
and Amateur-Satellite and Broadcasting services in the MF and HF bands.

Another matter on the WRC-03 agenda is possible changes to Articles 25, 19 and 1 to
the international Radio Regulations. Fifteen countries--Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,
Paraguay, Peru, the US, Uruguay and Venezuela--signed an IAP favorable to the Ama-
teur Service.

The US signed the IAP but withheld support on two of the 18 specific provisions.

Siverling explained that the IAP approved at Orlando conforms with IARU positions on
the three articles. Article 25 covers technical requirements and operator qualifications,
including Morse code proficiency--which could be left up to individual administrations to
require following WRC-03; Article 19 covers call sign configurations, and Article 1 deals
with issues consequent to any changes to Article 25.

Twelve CITEL countries agreed in Orlando on an IAP to propose a "footnote alloca-
tion" of 135.7-137.8 kHz to amateurs in Region 2. This band is already available to
amateurs in some CEPT countries.

The 136-kHz issue came up as a Canadian proposal to create a secondary allocation,
but the issue is not on the WRC-03 agenda. According to Siverling, International Tele-
communication Union (ITU) member-states want to eliminate or minimize footnotes in
the Radio Regulations. The IAP for a "footnote allocation" at 136 kHz, however, was
seen as a way to get the issue on the WRC-03 agenda "on an exception basis," he
said.

Siverling explained that the CITEL IAP leading to a possible allocation in Region 2 of
the 136-kHz band at WRC-03 has been handled separately from the pending US ama-
teur LF allocation. Acting on an ARRL request, the FCC has proposed a domestic (US-
only) allocation at 136 kHz on a non-interference basis. "At some point, the twain will
meet," Siverling said. (ARRL Letter)




(&

<<6*

I

Pioneer 10 spacecraft sends last signal

Talk about weak-signal DX! NASA says that after more than 30 years, it appears the
venerable Pioneer 10 spacecraft has sent its last signal to Earth. Pioneer's last, very
weak signal was received on January 22. NASA engineers report Pioneer 10's radioiso-
tope power source has decayed, and it may not have enough power to send additional
transmissions to Earth. NASA's Deep Space Network (DSN) did not detect a signal
during the last contact attempt February 7. The previous three contacts, including the
January 22 signal, were very faint with no telemetry received. The last time a Pioneer
10 contact returned telemetry data was last April 27. NASA plans no additional contact
attempts for Pioneer 10, which is 7.6 billion miles from Earth. At that distance, it takes
more than 11 hours 20 minutes for the radio signal to reach Earth. More information is
available on the Pioneer 10 Web page: http://nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov/nmc/tmp/1972-012A.
html (ARRL Letter)

HAMVENTION HOPES TO CALL HARA ARENA HOME A WHILE LONGER
Although 2003 marks the last year of a five-year contract to hold Hamvention at Hara
Arena, organizers hope to keep the show there for the indefinite future. Rumors crop up
each year--and this has been no exception--that this year's event will be the last to take
place at the venerable venue near Dayton, Ohio, that's served as Hamvention's home

since 1964. Negotiations on a new contract to retain Hara for future shows remain in
the offing. Billed as "the world's largest Amateur Radio gathering and trade show,"
Hamvention 2003 takes place May 16-18. (ARRL Letter)

ARLBO15 Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act of 2003 introduced

The Amateur Radio Spectrum Protection Act of 2003 has been introduced in the US
House of Representatives. The measure is an ARRL legislative initiative. Florida Rep
Michael Bilirakis filed the latest version of the bill, HR 713, on February 12. It has been
referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

HR 713 is aimed at ensuring the availability of spectrum to Amateur Radio operators.
It would protect existing Amateur Radio spectrum against reallocations to or sharing
with other services unless the FCC provides "equivalent replacement spectrum” else-
where.

The previous version of the Spectrum Protection Act attracted more than 50 cospon-
sors. An effort will be made to encourage additional House members to sign onto HR
713 as cosponsors. Additional details are on the ARRL Web site. (ARRL Email)

Do You Think Learning the Code is Hard?
A six-year-old girl from Roseburg, Oregon, has upgraded from Technician to General.
Mattie Clauson, KD7TYN--a fourth-generation Amateur Radio operator in her family--
could be the youngest General-class operator in the US. Her new ticket was granted
January 13. (ARRL Email)

The American Radio Re-
lay League has a website
with up to date information
on licensing, operating
events, and general Ham
radio information. Itis at:
www.arrl.org

In days of old, when ra-
dios were bold and tran-
sistors were not invented.
The RF flew, the air was
blue and seriously Ozone
scented.
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"The measures would
a_lmend the Comr_numca- (Continued from page 1)
tions Act to require the ers are asked to copy their correspondence to the League via e-mail <spechillo3@arrl.
FCC to provide org>.
"equivalent replacement The measures would amend the Communications Act to require the FCC to provide
spectrum” to Amateur Ra- "equivalent replacement spectrum"” to Amateur Radio and the Amateur-Satellite Ser-
dio” vice in the event of a reallocation of primary amateur allocations, any reduction in sec-

ondary amateur allocations, or "additional allocations within such bands" that would
substantially reduce their utility to amateurs.

The text of HR 713 and S 537 is available (or will soon be available) via
the Thomas Web site <http://thomas.loc.gov/>. (ARRL Letter)

SUPPORT GROWING FOR FAVORABLE 40-METER REALIGNMENT PLANS
With World Radiocommunication Conference 2003 (WRC-03) getting under way in
about three months in Geneva, support is growing for two favorable proposals to cre-

ate a 300-kHz worldwide 40-meter allocation. ARRL and the International Amateur
Radio Union (IARU) seek a return to the 300-kHz allocation that existed worldwide
prior to World War Il but that now exists only in the Americas. Delegates to WRC-03
will attempt to address--and possibly eliminate--the overlap on 40 meters between
amateurs in the Americas (Region 2) and broadcasters elsewhere (Regions 1 and 3).
(ARRL Letter)

Dues are due! FCC PROPOSES FINE FOR HAM ACCUSED OF INTENTIONAL INTERFERENCE
$15 to the Treasurer The FCC has proposed fining a Nebraska Technician-class Amateur Radio operator,
; Scott E. Kamm, NOUGN, of Waterbury, $12,000 for alleged willful and repeated inter-
will mean youare ference, broadcasting of music and failing to identify with his call sign. The FCC's
onceagan a member  Kansas City office released the Notice of Apparent Liability for Forfeiture (NAL) on
in good standing of ~ January 24. _ o _
I Responding to complalr_lts of continuing interference on the input of a 2-meter re-
the QRA peater, FCC agents monitored the frequency last December 9. They observed "very
strong signals on the frequency 146.31 MHz consisting of music, sound effects and
unmodulated carriers" and no station ID. The FCC said the transmissions were
“"interfering with existing communications in progress" between other amateur stations.
The FCC said it used direction-finding techniques to determine that the source of the
signals was Kamm's residence in Waterbury. The next day, an FCC agent monitored
the same sorts of transmissions, tracked the source to Kamm's residence, and in-
“The FCC determined that spected Kamm's amateur station.

the appropriate fine was "The agent found an amateur radio transceiver capable of operating on 146.31 MHz,"
$12,000 and ordered the FCC said. Kamm claimed no transmissions were made from his station and that
Kamm to pay the fine ..” he used the unit to receive only.

Based on its evidence, however, the FCC Kansas City office determined that Kamm
"willfully and repeatedly" violated FCC Part 97 rules "by causing intentional interfer-
ence, broadcasting music and failing to identify with his station call sign." The FCC
determined that the appropriate fine was $12,000 and ordered Kamm to pay the fine
within 30 days unless Kamm seeks a reduction or appeals the proposed forfeiture.

Kamm already has come to the attention of the FCC's Enforcement Bureau. He was
the target of several letters and an FCC Warning Notice from Special Counsel Riley
Hollingsworth during 2002. Last fall, the FCC's Wireless Telecommunications Bureau
set aside Kamm's amateur license based upon complaints about the operation of his
station and questions regarding his qualifications to be a licensee. Kamm's license
expired last September, and his renewal application has reverted to a pending status
while the matter was referred to the Enforcement Bureau. (ARRL Letter)
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Xxvmoron 26. Sweet sorrow
00 ymorons 25. Childproof

50. Act naturally

49. Found missing
48. Resident alien
47. Advanced BASIC
46. Genuine imitation
45, Airline Food

44. Good grief

43. Same difference
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. "Now, then ..."

. Synthetic natural gas

. Christian Scientists

. Passive aggression

. Taped live

. Clearly misunderstood
. Peace force
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42. Almost exactly 17. Extinct Life .

41. Government organization 16. Temporary taxincrease
40. Sanitary landfil 15. Computer jock

39. Alone together 14. Plas_tlc glasses

38. Legally drunk 13. Terribly pleased.

37. Silent scream 12. Computer security
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36. British fashion . Political science

ivi 10. Tight slacks
2451 é'r\ﬁgﬁ gr%?,\(,jd 9. Definite maybe
33. Business ethics 8. Pretty ugly
32. Soft rock 7. Tyvel_ve—ounce pound cake
31. Butt Head 6. Diet ice cream
30. Military Intelligence 5. Rap music
29. Software documentation 4. Working vacation
28. New York culture :2'3‘ E)éﬁgjgoeusstlgﬁat?ance
27 New classic 1. Microsoft Works

QUESTION POOL COMMITTEE RELEASES DRAFT ELEMENT 3 SYLLABUS FOR
COMMENT

The Question Pool Committee of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coor-
dinators has released a draft syllabus for the Element 3 (General) Amateur Radio exami-
nation. This syllabus will be used to develop a hew General class question pool that will
become effective July 1, 2004.

The QPC is inviting comments on the document as well as suggested questions for the
General-class question pool.

ARRL VEC Manager Bart Jahnke, W9JJ, says comments and questions may include,
but are not limited to, such things as new material in terms of technology or operations,
topics that might be deleted as no longer relevant and corrections involving grammar,
spelling and technical details. The General class syllabus is an outline of 10 question-
topic areas--called "subelements”--from which actual Element 3 examination questions
will be developed. These include FCC rules, operating procedures, radio wave propaga-
tion, Amateur Radio practices, electrical principles, circuit components, practical circuits,
signals and emissions, antennas and feed lines and RF safety.

A question pool based on the revised syllabus will be released later this year. The QPC
will invite public input on the General questions once they've been made public. A new
Technician class question pool released last November takes effect in the exam room on
July 1 of this year.

The draft General (Element 3) syllabus <http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/gp-syllabus-2004.
html> is available on the ARRL Web site, which also includes all current question pools
<http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/pools.html>. (ARRL Letter)
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A new General Class
License examination
guestion pool is about to
bereleased. Details below
on this page.

Past issues of the QRA
Newsletter (starting with
the September 2001
issue), are now avail-
able on the QRA Web
site. The link is on the
main QRA website page
at www.rioux.org/QRA
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QRA Purpose and Meeting Location:
The QRA is an organization open to all interested in radio communication. Its goal is to further develop and help ex-
pand Amateur Radio ("Ham Radio") while enjoying ourselves. The QRA was founded in Wakefield, Massachusetts
on November 18, 1948 and is still based in the same geographical area, though it has members throughout the
United States. Everyone interested is invited to attend QRA meetings and other activities as well as join the associa-
tion. You do not need to hold an Amateur Radio license to participate. Annual dues are $15 and are payable in Sep-
tember. Dues may be paid to the Treasurer at a meeting or sent to the QRA Newsletter address. The meetings of
the QRA are held at the Reading Police Department on 15 Union Street. It is right off Reading Square directly be-
hind the Danvers Savings Bank, the Purple Door Paint Store and Anton's Cleaners. Parking is available next to the
Police Department parking lot—please don’t park in the Police lot!. The meeting starts at 7PM, on the third Thurs-
day of the month, excluding the summer vacation months of July and August. The club provides interesting and in-
formative programs, repeater (145.29 MHz), mini-auctions, coffee and donuts, and lots of fellowship. Anyone inter-
ested in Amateur Radio is welcome.

QRA WEBSITE:
www.rioux.org/QRA

FIRST CLASS MAIL

QUANNAPOWITT RADIO ASSOCIATION
132 KILLAM HILL ROAD
BOXFORD, MA 01921

TO:



