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               ARRL President Jim Haynie, W5JBP, 
and General Counsel Chris Imlay, W3KD, say 
they're optimistic about reaching a resolution to 
issues that could otherwise block plans for a 
new 5 MHz band. Until surprise opposition sur-
faced from the National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), the 
FCC appeared to have put ARRL's request for a 
new, domestic-only, secondary amateur alloca-
tion at 60 meters on the fast track. 
               In an eleventh-hour move a month 
ago, the NTIA recommended in a letter to the 
FCC--sent after the comment deadline--that the 
Commission not go forward with a proposal for 
an Amateur Radio allocation at 5250 to 5400 
kHz. The NTIA regulates radio spectrum allo-
cated to the federal government. 
               ''We are working together with the 
Federal agencies involved toward a solution of 
the impasse raised by the NTIA letter,'' Imlay 
said after he and Haynie attended a series of 
meetings September 19 in Washington, DC. 
               In an August 21 letter, acting NTIA 
Associate Administrator for Spectrum Manage-
ment Fredrick R. Wentland worried that the 5 
MHz proposal the FCC put forth last May at 
the ARRL's request ''does not adequately pro-
vide for protection from harmful interference to 
these critical government operations'' in the 
band. 
               After initially huddling this week with 
NTIA and FCC officials and staff members, 

Haynie and Imlay met face-to-face with repre-
sentatives of the agencies involved to share 
mutual concerns. 
              ''They are willing to work with us,'' 
Haynie said. ''I don't think we'll get everything 
we want, but it's certainly a start.'' One diffi-
culty in the negotiations is that some of the 
information on the government's use of the 5-
MHz frequencies involved is classified. 
              Imlay said the discussions tended to 
center on power restrictions and frequencies 
but emphasized that no decisions were 
reached. The ARRL proposal called for a 150-
kHz wide band and the full legal power limit. 
Imlay hinted, however, that perhaps a smaller 
band than the one requested coupled with 
some power output limitations, was a real pos-
sibility. 
              The ARRL has called the 5 MHz allo-
cation ''an urgent priority of the Amateur Ser-
vice.'' Until the latest snafu, the FCC had been 
expected by early next year to issue a Report 
and Order on proposals for the 5-MHz band, a 
new low-frequency allocation in the vicinity of 
136 kHz and primary Amateur and Amateur-
Satellite status at 2400 to 2402 MHz.  
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Did you know that the ARRL has an ongoing 
continuing education program that you can 
sign up for?  See page 6 for the details. 



Wow, seems like the month just flew past!  
And it is time for another QRA Newsletter.  
I’d like to ask the members to think about writ-
ing an article for the Newsletter.  It is easy, and 
I’ ll help you out with the details and editing.  
Don’ t be embarrassed!  Become a published 
author and garner all the fame and glory that 
goes with being an author. 

Last month’s speakers were interesting.  
Sometimes I forget that professional sports are 
a business.  It was also interesting to realize 
that there is a human element involved with 
the stars. 

I built a neat little short wave receiver using 
SMT parts.  SMT stands for ‘Surface Mount 
Technology’ .  The parts are very small and 
require tweezers and a steady hand to solder.  
I’m not an expert at it yet, but I’ ll keep practic-

ing.  The receiver is a double conversion su-
perhet that tunes digitally from 5 to 17 MHz.  
It also fits into an Altoid’s tin!  I’ ll bring in 
the receiver next meeting for those who might 
be interested in the technology.  Help me with 
this Newsletter by sending in your articles or 
letters. 

So far, I’ve received interest from one mem-
ber in starting up another code class.   Please 
let me know if you are interested in attending. 

I had the distinct honor and privilege of for-
mally retiring from the U. S. Navy on Octo-
ber 5th onboard the U.S.S. Constitution.  
What a great way to retire!  Being ‘piped over 
the side’  of the Navy’s oldest warship was a 
thrill! 

73, Mike W1USN (CDR, USNR-Ret) 
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the Good Shepard in Reading would be 
available. I would like to appoint someone to 
head up this task and am asking for a volun-
teer or volunteers. I will certainly assist, but 
my druthers would be to get someone else to 
take the lead. 
I welcome suggestions from any members as 
to what they feel the club could or should be 
doing. Feel free to call or e-mail me. During 
the October meeting I'll distribute a current 
membership lists with names address, phone 
number and e-mail addresses to the extent 
we have them on the present membership. 
Regards, 
Jeff, W1CKH 

For those of you who attended September's 
meeting, I would like to know what people 
think about the facility. Any comments or 
complains? Not that we would probably be 
able to get anything changed. Please remem-
ber that we will be meeting at the Police sta-
tion through next May.  
It was suggested during the last meeting that if 
we want to hold a auction this year, we should 
start planning now. If memory serves me cor-
rectly, the auctions that the club sponsored in 
the past were held in the late March - early 
April timeframe. Do we have access to enough 
items of equipment to make such an event 
worthwhile? I am assuming that the Church of 
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October ’s Speaker :  Ever 
wonder where the water 
comes from that comes out of 
your tap?  Our speaker this 
month is Tim MacDonald, 
KB1GFV. He will talk about 
the Cambridge Water 
Department; who they are, 
what they do, and where the 
water comes from! 
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“Ever wonder where the term 
"Log Book" came from? “  

(Bob AA1M, was unable to make the last meeting and asked me to do the Secretary’s Report—
Mike W1USN) 
              President Jeff Hollis called the first meeting of the year and the first meeting at the new 
venue to order at 7:08 on September 19, 2002.  This was the first meeting held at the Reading 
Police Station.  There were 17 members of the QRA in attendance. 
              We started off right away with the speakers.  Jeff Twiss and Wayne Levy from the 
Boston Celtics gave an interesting and informative talk on the inner workings of a professional 
sports team.  There were quite a few questions from the membership about the Celtics and pro-
fessional teams in general.  All in all, a very interesting evening.  Jeff and Wayne also brought 
many copies of the annual Boston Celtics yearbook for distribution to the membership. 
After the talk, the speakers and membership enjoyed coffee and doughnuts prepared by Bob, 
W1PIN—the kitchen magician! 
              After the break, President Hollis noted that parking was not allowed in the Reading po-
lice parking lot, but was available behind the bank.  It was noted that here is plenty of parking 
for the members.  Other issues that were discussed were the loss of the Reading Senior Center as 
a meeting place for the QRA this year.  Also that the Board of Directors of the QRA are discuss-
ing as options to find a permanent meeting venue that we can be assured of using every year. 
              It was also announced that the QRA membership list will be passed out at the October 
meeting.  Also the latest Treasurer’s report will be passed out at the October membership meet-
ing.  Some discussion was made about the club’s incorporation papers and what needed to be 
done to bring them up to date. 
              Other issues discussed included increasing participation in the Tuesday QRA 2 meter 
net, and the need for a net manager.  Any volunteers?  Jim, W1HL brought up the question as to 
the possibility of another QRA auction.  Mike, W1USN announced code classes would be held 
soon if there was sufficient membership interest. 
              It was noted that none of the members were arrested on any charges or fugitive war-
rants while at the Police station! 
Respectfully submitted—Mike Rioux, W1USN 

Hello Shipmates ... Ever dropped a tool in a bilge and had to retrieve it? "Bilge" is Old English 
in origin and is a variation on "bulge." Where the ship bulged most was at its bottom, where sea 
water seeped in and became stagnant and foul, mixing with dripping water and 'slops' from the 
upper decks. Pumping out the bilges was a smelly, very disagreeable chore, and the term thus 
became used to describe anything unpleasant or unbelievable. 
 
Ever wonder where the term "Log Book" came from? In the old days of sail, a ship's speed was 
determined by casting a small log secured to a line from the bow of the ship. By paying out the 
marked length of the line and timing how long it took the log to reach the stern, the ship's speed 
could then be calculated. During each watch, the log had to be cast every hour, and the ship's 
speed and compass course noted in a book for navigation purposes. It soon became customary, 
and then required to note other observations, and any happenings on board. 
 
Ever wonder where the term "Mess Decks" came from? Mess - Middle English in origin. - 
'Mes,' meaning a dish. Hence the term, 'a mess of pottage.' The word in English originally de-
noted four, and at large or formal dinners, the guests were seated in 'fours.' The average gun 
crew size was eight men (2 sets of four), and they worked, ate, stood watches, and slept together 
as a unit. This is the true origin of 'mess decks,' where the ship's crew take their meals. 
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Perhaps the best argument 
for  the existence of 
intelligent life in the 
Universe is that it hasn’ t 
come here! 
W1USN 
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Upcoming contests: 
November  2 - 4 ARRL No-
vember Sweepstakes (CW). 
 
November  16 - 18 ARRL 
November Sweepstakes 
(Phone). 
Rules are on the web at: 
http://www.arrl.org/contests/
rules/2002/nov-sweeps-rules.
html 

WEB SITES OF INTEREST 
AIRLINE ORIENTED 
Airjet Airline World News - an email newsletter from AW&ST ! http://AirlineBiz.Com/wire 
Airline accident and safety information http://airsafe.com/ 
Airline aircraft -- photos and information http://www.airliners.net/ 
ALPA - The Air Line Pilots Association https://www.alpa.org/home/index.html 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution - Delta Insider NEWS http://www.accessatlanta.com/ajc/business/
delta/ 
Aviation Links to almost everything. http://www.wingsonline.com/links.html 
Aviation's Top 100 web site - zillions of links - everything on aviation http://www.avitop.com/
default.asp 
Boeing Merchandise & Collectibles http://www.boeingstore.com/ 
Delta Air Lines, Inc. http://www.delta.com/home/index.jsp 
Delta Air Transport Heritage Museum http://www.deltaairlinesmuseum.com/ 
Delta ALPA Pilots Page http://www.dalpa.com/pilots/index.html 
Delta Employee's Sailing Club WEB Site http://www.deltasailingclub.com 
Delta Pioneers National Web! Site http://www.deltapioneersinc.com 
Flightline Data Services - Non-rev availability, listing, schedules, etc. http://www.flightline.com 
Good interline travel section. http://www.safepic.com = Links for many web 
Great Circle Distance between any points http://www.indo.com/distance/ 
Independent Airline Rumor Message Board Forum site; http://airlinerumor.com/ 
NTSB Press Releases http://www.ntsb.gov/pressrel/pressrel.htm. 
O'Hare-Midway web site http://www.deltord.com/ 
Pan Am - Gone but Not Forgotten - Vern Kennedy's Site http://howgozit.com/ 
Pan Am / Association of Former Pan Am Employees http://www.panam.org/afpae.htm 
Pan Am Historic Web Site http://www.panam.org/ 
Retired Delta Pilots Network http://retireddeltapilotnetwork.homestead.com/Index.html 
Team Convair http://www.convair880.com/home_frame.htm 
The busiest aviation hub in cyberspace. http://www.landings.com/ 
The National Air and Space Museum http://www.nasm.edu/ 
Western Airlines 1925 to 1987 - Purely Western Airlines site http://www.westernairlines.org 
M ILITARY ORIENTED 
Air Force Retiree News http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/afretire/ 
Airshow Schedules, including Blue Angles, Thunderbirds: http://www.airshow.com/airshows.
htm 
Armed Forces Net - Military Guide http://www.armedforces.net/index.shtml 
Armed Forces Recreation Center Resorts ! in Europe http://www.afrceurope.com 
Defense Link - US Dept. of Defense http://www.dod.gov 
GI SEARCH.COM find Military friends http://www.gisearch.com/ 
Military News for All Branches of service; http://www.military.com/ 
Military Report -- The military community’s largest Benefits newsletter. http://www.
militaryreport.com.  
Naval and Marine Corps Air Stations of WW II by Retired Delta Captain Mel Shettle http://
www.airbasebooks.com/ 
Photos & Data sheets - Military transports, tankers, etc. http://www.theaviationzone.com/ 
The USAF Museum http://www.wpafb.af.mil/museum/index.html 
GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 
Amelia Earheart's last flight re-creation http://www.ameliaflight.com/ameliaflight/index.po 
Antique Airplane Assn & The Airpower Museum, Inc. http://www.aaa-apm.org/ 
AVweb - The Internet's Aviation Magazine and News Service http://www.avweb.com/ 
Download a free VIEWER for most Microsoft Office products. http://office.microsoft.com 
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The American Radio Relay 
League has a website with 
up to date information on 
licensing, operating events, 
and general Ham radio infor-
mation.  It is at: 
www.arrl.org 

Ed & Connie Bowlin's Web Site for Aviation Memorabelia http://www.aviationautographs.com/
Hoax & Chain Letter Verification <http://www.urbanlegends.com> 
Local Times - Around the World http://times.clari.net.au/index.htm 
MAPS - Univ of Texas Library - Every kind of map http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/map_sites/
map_sites.html  
Newspapers - US NEWSPAPER LIST http://www.usnpl.com/ 
Official Time - Select your own time zone http://www.time.gov/ 
Red Cross - Disaster Preparedness Information/Suggestions http://www.redcross.org/services/
disaster/keepsafe/unexpected.html 
Retired Captain Dick Blizzard's "Log of the Cumberland" (their yacht's travels) http://www.
dearjill.com/logbook.htm 
Weather & Forecast http://www.accuweather.com/adcbin/index 
VIRUS HOAXES 
Some hoaxes contain warnings about viruses and others harm businesses. Here are places where 
you can check and debunk hoaxes: 
http://www.truthorfiction.com 
http://www.snopes.com 
http://www.virusbtn.com  
http://www.symantec.com  
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com  
http://www.urbanlegends.about.com 
http://vil.mcafee.com/hoax.asp 
http://urbanlegends.about.com 

FCC Special Counsel Riley Hollingsworth has endorsed a list of several points that he feels help 
to define the concept of "good amateur practice." Section 97.101(a) of the Amateur Radio Service 
rules refers to "good engineering and good amateur practice"--considered to refer to maintaining 
the highest standards of engineering and on-the-air comportment. But the rule lacks specifics. 
"Good amateur practice is a hard thing to define," Hollingsworth conceded.  According to 
Hollingsworth, good amateur practice means:  
· giving a little ground--even if you have a right not to--in order to help preserve Amateur Ra-

dio and not cause it to get a bad name or hasten the day when it becomes obsolete.  
· respecting band plans, because they make it possible for every mode to have a chance.  
· not transmitting a 6-kHz bandwidth signal when there are lots of people on the band.  
· not acting like an idiot just because you were stepped on.  
· being aware that we all love Amateur Radio, and there's no need to damage or disgrace it just 

to save face.  
· keeping personal conflicts off the air. Settle your arguments on the telephone, the Internet or 

in person. Just keep them off the air.  
· cutting a net or a contester a break, even if you don't have to and even if you have no interest 

whatsoever in nets or contesting.  
· operating so that if a neighbor, niece or nephew or news reporter hears you, that person will 

be impressed with Amateur Radio.  
· realizing that every right carries responsibilities, and just because you may have a right to do 

certain things doesn't mean it's right to do them in every circumstance.  
· you don't "own" or get preference to use any frequency even though you've been on the same 

spot every morning for years shooting the breeze with Harry.  
· not operating so that whoever hears you becomes sorry they ever got into Amateur Radio in 

the first place.  
Hollingsworth notes that the list "doesn't touch on a lot of other technical issues, such as using 
1500 W when your signal report received is 40 over 9." Good amateur practice, he said, "just 
means a lot of things that can't always be quantified."--thanks to Riley Hollingsworth  



The ARRL is surveying its membership regarding which future on-line ARRL Certification 
and Continuing Education (C-CE) courses hams would be most likely to take. The list of possi-
bilities ranges from antennas to VHF and UHF operation. The Web-based survey <http://www.
arrl.org/members-only/cce/ccesurv.html> is now open for input. The survey period will end 
October 27. 
 
"The C-CE program has been very successful," said C-CE Program Coordinator Howard Rob-
ins, W1HSR, who notes that thousands of hams have registered for ARRL's on-line classes 
since the C-CE program began in late 2000. The C-CE program's first offering--selected as a 
result of membership input--was the Level I Amateur Radio Emergency Communications 
course (EC-001). The League now offers three levels in emergency communications and ex-
panded course offerings to include Antenna Modeling, HF Digital Communication and Satel-
lite Communication. 
 
"Our plans are to make several additional courses available in 2003," Robins said. "The survey 
results will guide the C-CE program in providing courses of demonstrated interest to ARRL 
members." 
 
Members will be asked to rank the various possibilities in terms of the likelihood that they 
would take the course if it were offered. The list includes Antennas 101, Basic Electronics, 
Trouble Shooting, Test Equipment, Radio Propagation, VHF and UHF Beyond the Repeater 
and Contesting 101. 
 
To learn more, visit the ARRL Certification and Continuing Education Web page <http://www.
arrl.org/cce> and the C-CE Links found there. For more information, contact Certification and 
Continuing Education Program Coordinator Howard Robins, W1HSR, hrobins@arrl.org. 
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“The League now offers 
three levels in emergency 
communications and ex-
panded course offerings to 
include Antenna Modeling, 
HF Digital Communication 
and Satellite Communica-
tion.”  

A $2,000 QSL card? 

Dues are due! 
$15 to the Treasurer 
will mean you are 
once again a member 
in good standing of 
the QRA! VI NTAGE 1AW QSL BRI NGS RECORD PRI CE 

 
We're not certain if ARRL co-founder and first president Hiram Percy Maxim would have been 
proud or surprised to know that one of his old 1AW QSLs apparently set a price record for the 
sale of a single QSL card. A 1923-vintage HPM 1AW card recently went for $2125 on the 
eBay auction site <http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&item=2131624991>. 
Neither the seller nor the buyer have been identified, but ARRL member Paul Cassel, VE3SY, 
of Petersburg, Ontario, Canada, acted as the sale agent and posted the card on the auction site. 
"The winning bidder is in California and is a very serious QSL collector," he said after the auc-
tion closed. Cassel pledged to donate half of his sale commission to the W1AW Endowment 
Fund <http://www.arrl.org/endoww1aw.html>. 
The 1AW card appears to verify reception of 9CTR on a wavelength of 193 meters rather than 
a two-way contact. "You were calling another 9," Maxim wrote in the card's "Remarks" sec-
tion. Although the card proclaims "American Radio Relay League Station 1AW" across the 
top, the now-famous call sign was Maxim's own personal call sign at the time, not the 
League's, and Maxim operated from his home on Hartford. 
Until the 1AW card sale, Cassel says the highest known price paid for a single QSL card was 
more than $1100 for an AC4YN QSL from the Tibet DXpedition of Sir Evan Nepean, G5YN, 
who died last March at age 92. (ARRL Letter) 

Interested in upgrading your license?  The ARRL Web site has a list of all the upcoming exam 
sessions.  You can see them at: http://www.arrl.org/arrlvec/examsearch.phtml 
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“The airbag system would 
ask "Are you sure?" before 
deploying”  
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WB1ABI is looking to sell the following items: 
 
Kenwood TS-700 SP 2 meter All Mode Transceiver, Power Supply, Remote VFO, 100 Watt Amp, 
Microphone, and Manual. 
 
Uniden 2510 10 Meter Transceiver, 25 Watts; with microphone and manual. 
 
Lunar 6 meter amplifier.  10 Watts in gives 100 watts out. 
 
Astron Linear power supply 12 VDC at 7.5 Amps. 
 
Yaesu FT-480 2 meter all mode transceiver.  30 Watts, with microphone and manual. 
 
Yaesu YS-200 Wattmeter. 
 
Yaesu TS-5100 Mobile 2 meter/70 Centimeter transceiver; with microphone and manual. 
 
Welz SP-600 SWR and Power meter; 3 power select. Covers 1.6 to 500 MHz. With manual. 
 
If you are interested in these items, call Pete Kenney WB1ABI at 781-935-3754 
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Past issues of the QRA 
Newsletter (starting with 
the September 2001 issue), 
are now available on the 
QRA Web site.  The link 
is on the main QRA web-
site page at www.rioux.
org/QRA 

For all of us who feel only the deepest love and affection for the way computers have enhanced 
our lives, read on. At a recent computer expo (COMDEX), Bill Gates reportedly compared the 
computer industry with the auto industry and stated, "If GM had kept up with the technology like 
the computer industry has, we would all be driving $25 cars that got 1000 miles to the gallon". 
 
In response to Bill's comments, General Motors issued a press release stating: If GM had devel-
oped technology like Microsoft, we would all be driving cars with the following characteristics: 
1. For no reason whatsoever, your car would crash twice a day. 
2. Every time they repainted the lines in the road, you would have to buy a new car. 
3.    Occasionally your car would die on the freeway for no reason. You would have to pull over to 
the side of the road, close all of the windows, shut off the car, restart it, and reopen the windows 
before you could continue. 
4. Occasionally, executing a maneuver such as a left turn would cause your car to shut down and 
refuse to restart, in which case you would have to reinstall the engine. 
5. Macintosh would make a car that was powered by the sun, was reliable, five times as fast and 
twice as easy to drive - but would run on only five percent of the roads. 
6. The oil, water temperature, and alternator warning lights would all be replaced by a single "This 
car has performed An Illegal Operation" warning light. 
7. The airbag system would ask "Are you sure?" before deploying. 
8. Occasionally, for no reason whatsoever, your car would lock you out and refuse to let you in 
until you simultaneously lifted the door handle, turned the key and grabbed hold of the radio an-
tenna. 
9. Every time a new car was introduced car buyers would have to learn how to drive all over again, 
because none of the controls would operate in the same manner as the old car. 
10. You'd have to press the "Start" button to turn the engine off. 
(From Don, N1YPJ) 



QRA Purpose and Meeting Location: 
The QRA is an organization open to all interested in radio communication.  Its goal is to further develop and help expand Ama-
teur Radio ("Ham Radio") while enjoying ourselves.  The QRA was founded in Wakefield, Massachusetts on November 18, 
1948 and is still based in the same geographical area, though it has members throughout the United States.  Everyone interested 
is invited to attend QRA meetings and other activities as well as join the association.  You do not need to hold an Amateur Radio 
license to participate.  The meetings of the QRA are held at the Reading Police Depar tment on 15 Union Street. It is right off 
Reading Square directly behind the Danvers Savings Bank, the Purple Door Paint Store and Anton's Cleaners.  Parking is avail-
able.  The meeting starts at 7PM, on the third Thursday of the month, excluding the summer vacation months of July and August.  
The club provides interesting and informative programs, repeater (145.29 MHz), Amateur Radio license classes and examina-
tions, mini-auctions, coffee and donuts, and lots of fellowship. Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is welcome.  Ham radio ex-
ams sponsored by QRA and Melrose, MA. A.R.E.S. are held at 1:00 P.M. on the third Saturday of every month at the First Bap-
tist Church on Main Street in Melrose center.  Contact Scott Kingsley, WB1F, at (781) 665-7654.  

W E  ARE  ON  THE  N ET !  
www. r i oux .o rg /QRA 

QUANNAPOWITT RADIO ASSOCIATION 
132 KILLAM HILL ROAD 
BOXFORD, MA 01921 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

TO: 
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