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By Mike Rioux, W1USN 

 
From the smiling faces below, you can see how 
some of our members enjoyed Field Day 2002!  
Pictured below are Jim W1HL, Bob AA1M, 
Bill KA1CNU, Al W1PLK, and Larry WA1PII.  

The members are pictured in Bill’s very nicely 
appointed RV.  In keeping with the tradition of 
Field Day, a lot of ‘ roughing it’  went with the 
operations also.  Our resident master brew-
meister, Tony KE1HL, who when not making 
Q’s on SSB, was dispensing foam ‘homebrew’  

to the rest of the QRA operators. from his pala-
tial digs (his tent!). 
Pictured above are operator Tom W1EX , and 
newcomer to Amateur Radio, Bill, doing the 
logging.  They operated 20M SSB from their 
tent. 
Other members who participated in Field Day 
included: Phil WA1HTP, Mike W1HFR, Mike 
W1USN, and others not signed-in. 
Bill’s RV has to be one of the best Field Day 
venues one could ask for.  Food, cold beer, 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Seems like the QRA banquet and Field Day 
were yesterday!  Where did the summer go?  It 
was a very hot July and August—I’m sure we 
will be looking back next February and wish-
ing it was as warm.  Ready for a new QRA 
season?  Know anyone that would make an 
interesting speaker?  Have a friend interested 
in Ham radio?  Bring them in to the next meet-
ing. 

Did you all get a chance to go to Boxborough 
this year?  Bob, AA1M and I went on the Sat-
urday of the convention and had a good time.  
How many of you remember the New Ocean 
House in Swampscott?  The first Ham conven-
tion I went to was held there.  The New Ocean 

House burned down in a spectacular fire 
around 1968 or so. 

I am thinking of running another Morse code 
class this year, anyone interested?  Please see 
me at the next meeting to reserve a space.  
Prior students are will also be welcome :).  

Be aware that the meeting venue for the QRA 
has been changed—we are now meeting at 
the Reading Police Department.  Please make 
sure that you have no outstanding warrants or 
traffic tickets before you come to the meet-
ing :)  Please give me your comments, sug-
gestions, and above all, articles either at the 
meeting or via email:qra@rioux.org.   73 de 
W1USN 
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open to suggestions and ideas that any mem-
ber may have as to what he thinks the group 
might like.  In addition to the speakers from 
whom I presently have firm commitments, I 
have about four from whom I am awaiting 
confirmation.  I am assuming not all will 
come to fruition for one reason or another. 
 
Please note that the venue for the meetings 
has been changed from the Reading Senior 
Center to the conference room at the Reading 
Police Station.  There is a long story behind 
this move. For the moment suffice it to say 
that we lost the main room of the Senior 
Center to another group when we went to 
renew the rental under what I feel are ques-
tionable circumstances. 

(Continued on page 3) 

I was always told to “count the day lost that I 
didn©t learn something” .  In this particular 
case, I always assumed that the president©s 
most demanding task was lining up speakers 
for the monthly meetings.  Well, I have 
learned that is not the case.  Indeed. Mike Ri-
oux has informed me that I am expected also 
to come up with something of note to be 
printed in the President©s Column of the news-
letter.  Creative writing is not my strong suit.  
But you folks elected me with only one dis-
senting vote (mine, if you must know) so 
you©re going to have to grin and bear it at least 
until next June. 
 
Regarding speakers. I am continuing in my 
efforts to line up what I hope will be interest-
ing speakers for the upcoming year.  I am very 
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September ’s Speakers: 
CALLING ALL CELTICS 
FANS!! 
The speakers will be Mr. Jeff 
Twiss and Mr. Wayne Levy 
from the Boston Celtics.  Mr. 
Twiss is the Director of 
Public Relations and Mr. 
Levy is the Director of 
Community Relations. 
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“Ever heard the term "wetting 
down," a U.S. Navy tradition 
executed by an officer upon 
his promotion? “  

There was no membership meeting in June—just the banquet.  So, there is no Secretary’s report 
for this issue.  As the Editor of this Newsletter, one of my primary goals is to fill these pages 
with useful and interesting information for the QRA membership.  Well, I don’ t want to take up 
a lot of space telling you how I fill up these pages, but you might be interested in how the News-
letter gets published.  Then again, you may not be interested.  How am I doing? Have I filled up 
this space yet? (Ed.) 

Hello Shipmates... Ever heard the term "wetting down," a U.S. Navy tradition executed by an 
officer upon his promotion? It©s based on the fact that the gold striping indicating rank on the 
Dress Uniform tarnishes with exposure to salt air. When an officer was promoted and added a 
new stripe to his sleeve, the new stripe looked out of place due to its brightness, and told every-
one who saw it that the wearer had only recently attained this rank. Therefore, the uniform with 
the new stripe was soaked in a bucket of salt water—a "wetting down." A joking variation of 
this custom was to catch seniors unawares and splash them with buckets of seawater to perform 
the same purpose. In typical U.S. Navy fashion, this developed into an opportunity for someone 
to buy someone else a drink or have a party!  (The person celebrating their promotion buys the 
drinks. I can tell you from personal experience that it can be expensive! Ed.) 
 
Ever wonder where the title "Master at Arms" (MAA) came from? Naval records show that sen-
ior petty officers, or "sheriffs of the sea," have kept order aboard ships since the time of Eng-
land©s King Charles I. At the time, they were charged with keeping the swords, pistols, carbines 
and muskets in good working order as well as ensuring that the bandoleers were filled with fresh 
powder before combat. The sea corporals, as they were called in the British Navy, had to be ex-
perienced with swords, pikes, and small arms, and train seamen in hand-to-hand combat. In the 
days of sail, the MAAs were truly "master at arms."  
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(Continued from page 2) 
Adding insult to injury, the two adjoining rooms upstairs that we had used in the past were 
available but it was proposed that we be charged for renting two rooms. In other words, half the 
space at twice the price. We opted to look elsewhere—ergo the Police Station.  I©ll look forward 
to seeing everyone on September 19th. 
73s  Jeff, W1CKH 
 
SEPTEMBER SPEAKERS:  Jeffrey Twiss joined the Boston Celtics organization in 1981 upon re-
ceiving his Master©s Degree in Sport Management from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst.  
One year into his employment, he became the team©s Director of Public Relations.  In 1997, Twiss 
was promoted to Vice-President of Media Relations.  Prior to his association with the NBA, Twiss 
was a teacher and coach at Randolph (VT) Union High School.  
Over the past 11 years, the Boston Celtics organization has been acknowledged as one of the 
leaders in supporting its community.  1996, The World Sports Humanitarian Hall of Fame rec-
ognized the Boston Celtics as the best organization in all of professional sports for maximizing 
its contributions to its local community.  The individual responsible for overseeing this all-
encompassing program is Celtics Director of Community Relations, Wayne Levy. 
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New Amateur  Band in the 
future?  I t looks like the 
FCC will be allowing US 
Hams access to the 5 MHz 
band soon.  Some UK 
Amateurs are already using 
it. 
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“A team of model airplane 
enthusiasts .. is attempting a 
record-breaking crossing of 
the Atlantic by a model air-
craft.”  

UK " FIVEMEGGERS"  ENJOYING EXPERIMENTAL ACTIVITY 
 
               The so-called "Fivemegs Experiment" in the United Kingdom got off to an enthusiastic 
start in early August.  Several amateur stations wasted no time in obtaining the required Notice 
of Variance--or NoV--to operate as part of the experiment to investigate band propagation.  The 
Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) announced in July that the Radiocommunications 
Agency (RA) and the UK©s Ministry of Defence have granted permission to allocate five fre-
quencies in the range 5250 kHz to 5450 kHz. 
               "We now have over 200 Full Class A license holders authorized to operate on the five 
spot frequencies," said RSGB Spectrum Director Gordon Adams, G3LEQ, who©s directing the 
experiment.  Frequencies available in the UK are 5260, 5280, 5290, 5400 and 5405 kHz.  
Gordon says 5400 kHz is serving as a calling channel, but UK stations have been looking for US 
experimental activity on 5260 kHz.  Activity in the UK has been on upper sideband. 
               Responding to an ARRL petition earlier this year, the FCC has proposed allocating 
5250 to 5400 kHz to US amateurs on a secondary basis.  US operation under the ARRL©s 
WA2XSY Experimental license continues on an occasional basis.  Charly Harpole, K4VUD--a 
WA2XSY participant in Florida--reports that Paul Gaskell, G4MWO, in England confirmed re-
ception of Harpole©s 5-MHz CW signal on August 8 at 0200 UTC. 
               A transatlantic two-way on 5 MHz is the next logical step, but it©s unclear if WA2XSY 
participants are permitted to work the UK experimenters within the scope of the WA2XSY li-
cense.  The ARRL is researching that question.  In the meantime, cross band contacts remain an 
alternative. 
               As propagation indicators, the UK experimenters are listening for WWCR, an interna-
tional short-wave broadcaster at 5070 kHz.  He advised WA2XSY experimental stations in the 
US to check for USB stations RAF Volmet on 5450 kHz and Shannon Volmet on 5505 kHz.  
Tim Kirby, G4VXE, was one of the first UK amateurs to receive a NoV on August 5.  "Within a 
few minutes he was on the air using a 100-W transceiver and an end-fed wire tuned for the 5-
MHz band," the RSGB reported.  He worked several other stations in England and Wales on his 
first day of operation.  The RSGB said Kirby©s first impression of 5-MHz propagation was that 
UK signals seem to be consistent throughout the day and evening and that signals were better on 
60 meters than on 40 meters for certain paths. 
For more information on the UK experimental activity on 5 MHz, visit ‘The Fivemegs’  Experi-
ment page <http://www.rsgb.org/licensing/fivemegs/fivemegs.htm> on the RSGB Web site. 
(ARRL Letter) 

HAM-LED TEAM ATTEMPTING TRANSATLANTIC MODEL AIRPLANE FLIGHT 
 

A team of model airplane enthusiasts led by Maynard Hill, W3FQF, is attempting a record-
breaking crossing of the Atlantic by a model aircraft.  A model plane was launched August 20 
and was on its way to Ireland.  Monitoring the flight, TAM-3, the third in a series, from New-
foundland, Canada, Hill©s team reports the plane was last heard from August 21 at 0428 UTC.  
"We are still uncertain what happened," said a terse announcement on the team©s Web site.  The 
Transatlantic Model Aircraft--or TAM--project is Hill©s brainchild as the president of the Soci-
ety for Technical Aeromodel Research. Hill and his design team have spent four years on the 
ambitious project. The TAM aircraft are hand-launched and guided to an altitude of 1500 feet by 
radio remote control. Upon reaching that altitude, a sophisticated GPS-based autopilot system 
takes over.  TAM Web site  <http://tam.plannet21.com/index.html>  (ARRL Letter) 
 



� � � � �
 ����

6 � � �� � 7 (�
6 
 � ' ' � 8� 7 ����� � � �� �� ((� &�� ��� ' �
�  9 ,� � � � ��: 
 � �; 9�<�* � � � �

A� 
 ��
 � � �� .
 �7 0+�

� � > 
 �� ��� ���
 �� � ��� � �

> � � �� �6�> > > ����  � �

� �	 B7 0+B� , 9 � �

%� $� �; �

. � �� � � � (�(8� ' (� � � � �30�
�<� �6 � � �� ' � ��<� �	 � �,
� � (� �� #� #� #� #�
� <� ' ��/ <��� �� � �
 � � � 0�
� � �� B� �0�� � ' �<�� ��� �� � �
%	 #�
� <� �� ��E��(��� � 8��(��
- <
 �&<��	 � �' �� �#��	 � �,
� � (� �- � ' �� �#�
- � ' �� &���� &� ���� �' $(�0��
� � � E��=>?� A@@; ,>@; 9�

 

THE AMATEUR'S CODE  

By Paul M. Segal W9EEA (1928) 

The Radio Amateur is: 

CONSIDERATE...never knowingly operates in such a way as to lessen the pleasure of others. 

LOYAL...offers loyalty, encouragement and support to other amateurs, local clubs and the 
American Radio Relay League, through which Amateur Radio in the United States is represented 
nationally and internationally. 

PROGRESSIVE...with knowledge abreast of science, a well-built and efficient station and opera-
tion above reproach. 

FRIENDLY...slow and patient operating when requested; friendly advice and counsel to the be-
ginner; kindly assistance, cooperation and consideration for the interests of others. These are the 
hallmarks of the amateur spirit. 

BALANCED...radio is an avocation, never interfering with duties owed to family, job, school, or 
community. 

PATRIOTIC...station and skill always ready for service to country and community. 

MY DAILY WORKOUT 
Physical exercise is good for you. I know that I should do it daily, but my body doesn©t want me 
to do too much, so I have worked out this program of strenuous activities that do not require 
physical exercise.  You are invited to use my program without charge. 
 
01) Beating around the bush                          02) Jumping to conclusions 
03) Climbing the walls                                   04) Swallowing my pride 
05) Passing the buck                                      06) Throwing my weight around 
07) Dragging my heels                                   08) Pushing my luck 
09) Making mountains out of molehills         10) Hitting the nail on the head 
11) Wading through paperwork                     12) Bending over backwards 
13) Jumping on the bandwagon                     14) Balancing the books 
15) Running around in circles                        16) Eating crow 
17) Tooting my own horn                              18) Climbing the ladder of success 
19) Pulling out the stops                                20) Adding fuel to the fire 
21) Opening a can of worms                          22) Putting my foot in my mouth 
23) Starting the ball rolling                            24) Going over the edge 
25) Picking up the pieces                  

"Ask a question and you©re a fool for three minutes;  
do not ask a question and you©re a fool for the rest of your life." 
--Chinese Proverb 
"Artificial intelligence is no match for natural stupidity." 
- Anonymous 



(Continued from page 1) 
interesting conversations—all were available in the RV!  The QRA Field Day perennial favor-
ite of home-made chili was once again provided by Ruth Fisk, XYL of Jim W1HL; thanks 
Ruth!  Some of us were talking about mounting a real competitive effort for the 2003 Field 
Day.  We are talking beams, linears, and 24 hour non-stop contesting!  If you are interested in 
helping to plan this effort, please see either Mike, W1USN or Tom, W1EX for more informa-
tion.  If you’ve never been to a Field Day event, you’ve really missed out on one of Ham Ra-
dio’s most fun events.  Thanks to Phil Temples K9HI, ARRL Eastern Massachusetts (EMA) 
Section Manager. for the photos of the gangue in action at Field Day!  For more EMA photos 
of other club’s Field Day efforts go to : http://www.temples.com/local/fd2002.html 
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"Time flies like an arrow, but 
fruit flies like a banana." 
N0HJ 

“Over 50 members, spouses, 
and friends of the QRA gath-
ered at the Hillview Country 
Club in Reading for the an-
nual QRA banquet last June 
21st”  

Over 50 members, spouses, and friends of the QRA gathered at the Hillview Country Club in 
Reading for the annual QRA banquet last June 21st..  We had a wonderful meal.  The speakers 
that night were our own Jim and Rhoda Morris who gave a 3D presentation of some of their 
travels to Europe.  Viewing the slides in 3D added a new dimension to the slide show presenta-
tion.  Very clever indeed!  We all had a great time.  Thanks Jim and Rhoda! 
Below is a picture of the winners of the various door prizes provided by the QRA to the lucky 
recipients.    All in all, a VERY successful banquet! 
 
Special thanks to Don Holden, N1YPJ, who made the arrangements for our annual banquet! 
 
 

2� � G � ��� � � � �

Secrets to a happy marriage for men:  
 
1. It is important to find a woman that cooks and cleans. 
2. It is important to find a woman that makes good money. 
3. It is important to find a woman that likes to have sex. 
4. It is important that these three women never meet! 
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Ask questions if you don’ t 
know something: 
 
There©s a big difference 
between inexperience and 
stupidity. 
 
Stupidity is incurable. 
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Name: Bob Reiser  Call Sign: AA1M  
L icense Class: Extra  Date First L icensed: April 1977 as WB1DBW  
Shack Descr iption: HF - Kenwood TS-520S w/ External VFO, Icom 751A,. Dentron Clipperton 
L Amp.  
Antenna(s) descr iption: Hygain TH4 4 element Yagi (10-15-20). Hygain 402BA 2 element 40 
meter yagi.  
How/What prompted you to become a Ham: A friend gave me a CB radio in the early 70©s.  It 
broke and the fellow who fixed it told me about Amateur Radio.  I picked up a free copy of QRA 
News at a local Radio Shack and read about classes being started by Les Radnay, W1PL.  I©ve 
been hooked ever since.  
Most memorable QSO: Back in 1979, I spent most of my operating time on 40 meters CW. I met 
a fellow from Sao Paulo Brazil, Paulo Rubelo, PY1MAG.  We©d both slow down our speed be-
cause neither spoke the other©s language.  So we stumbled through many many QSO©s.  In April of 
1980, Paulo became part of a DXpedition to the much needed island of Trinidade.  He told me 
more than a few times before leaving on the trip to be sure to work him and to QSL direct to him.  
The Amateur Radio community went wild to work this country and for most people, it was a new 
one.  I worked Paulo on a few bands, all CW. The DXpedition was only working CW except for a 
few Q©s they had with PY hams.  While talking to Paulo one time, I asked him if he would work 
me on SSB for a new mode.  He said I don©t think it©s allowed by the group, but to be at a certain 
frequency at a certain time and wait.  No promises. I called Ray, WA1AER and told him to be 
there with me and if we got to work Paulo, to give a report of Sinco Nuevo (59). We waited on 
frequency at the right time and Paulo showed up and called me.  I worked him, said thanks and 
asked him to call Ray.  Ray worked him, we said 73 and the band exploded with callers for an SSB 
contact.  Paulo went QRT.  Later in the year, Ray and I made a day trip to ARRL headquarters to 
submit our cards for DXCC.  Don Search, W3AZD was in charge of the DXCC desk at the time 
and when he met us, he told us that he received a lot of flak over those QSO©s.  There were people 
who wanted us disqualified because we were the only US stations who had Trinidade on SSB.  
Paulo has since become a Silent Key.  I got to enjoy many more QSO©s with him before he died 
and I regret not having met him in person.  
Favor ite Operating Mode: CW   Other  Hobbies/Interests: Radio Controlled Model Airplanes.  
Family Info (optional): Wife Lorrie, married since 1968.  Two sons, Clint and Mike (married to 
Stacie)  Occupation: Semi Retired Truck Driver (38 years).  
Comments: Amateur Radio and QRA have been a great part of my adult life.  I©ve made the best 
friends and have had many wonderful times with them.  Now if I could only work those last four 
countries on the DXCC list... 
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Past issues of the QRA 
Newsletter (starting with 
the September 2001 issue), 
are now available on the 
QRA Web site.  The link 
is on the main QRA web-
site page at www.rioux.
org/QRA 

ARRL DXCC Announces New 30-Meter  Award 
DXCC is pleased to announce the addition of the 30-Meter (10 MHz) Single Band DXCC award. 
Applications for this award will be accepted beginning October 1, 2002.  30-Meter DXCC certifi-
cates will be dated but not numbered.  30-Meter credits will count toward the DeSoto Cup compe-
tition ending September 30, 2003.  They will also be included in the DXCC Annual List totals for 
the period ending on that date.  A 30-Meter endorsement to 5 Band DXCC will also be available. 
The 30-meter band was added to the standard printout in January 2002.  If you received a copy of 
your record since then, you already have a copy of your 30-meter credits.  If you do not know 
which credits you have on 30 meters, you can contact DXCC for a copy of your record.  If you 
have web access and can handle ADOBE (pdf) files, contact DXCC at dxcc@arrl.org for a copy of 
your record.  For further information, please contact DXCC at dxcc@arrl.org (ARRL Letter) 



QRA Purpose and Meeting Location: 
The QRA is an organization open to all interested in radio communication.  Its goal is to further develop and help expand Ama-
teur Radio ("Ham Radio") while enjoying ourselves.  The QRA was founded in Wakefield, Massachusetts on November 18, 
1948 and is still based in the same geographical area, though it has members throughout the United States.  Everyone interested 
is invited to attend QRA meetings and other activities as well as join the association.  You do not need to hold an Amateur Radio 
license to participate.  The meetings of the QRA are held at the Reading Police Depar tment on 15 Union Street. It is right off 
Reading Square directly behind the Danvers Savings Bank, the Purple Door Paint Store and Anton©s Cleaners.  Parking is avail-
able.  The meeting starts at 7PM, on the third Thursday of the month, excluding the summer vacation months of July and August.  
The club provides interesting and informative programs, repeater (145.29 MHz), Amateur Radio license classes and examina-
tions, mini-auctions, coffee and donuts, and lots of fellowship. Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is welcome.  Ham radio ex-
ams sponsored by QRA and Melrose, MA. A.R.E.S. are held at 1:00 P.M. on the third Saturday of every month at the First Bap-
tist Church on Main Street in Melrose center.  Contact Scott Kingsley, WB1F, at (781) 665-7654.  

W E  ARE  ON  THE  N ET !  
www. r i oux .o rg /QRA 

QUANNAPOWITT RADIO ASSOCIATION 
132 KILLAM HILL ROAD 
BOXFORD, MA 01921 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

TO: 
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