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Fun was had by all at the last meeting despite the 
rather low turnout.  I hope that more will join us for 
the October meeting.  The speakers from Bell-tone 
were well received.  I will let those who were not there 
ask what the highlight of the presentation was! 
After the business meeting, there was a lively 
discussion about the obstacles to learning code.  When 
I got home I opened an email from the Elecraft list and 
discovered an informative discussion on the same 
subject there.  If anyone is interested, the web link is: 
 

 http://www.ac6rm.net/mailarchive/html/elecraft-list/ 
 

Check out the September postings for discussions 
about code. 
I would ask for everyone's help at suggesting and 
securing speakers for the up-coming meetings.  Thanks 
to those that have helped already. 
 

W1WCI's radio activities: 
Little or no commuter activity, no patience for ecolink 
contacts while driving.  A couple of early morning 
weekend 17 meter contacts, just local, not with 
England. No trip to Hosstraders, others will have to 
tell us about it. 
Nothing a building. 
 

                   Tim MacDonald, W1WCI, QRA president
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QRA ELECTED OFFICERS 
 CLUB OFFICERS     BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President – Tim MacDonald, W1WCI    Maurice Martini, N1UV,     2006-2008 
Vice President – Randy Bishop, KB1EDJ    Barbara Day, KA1EDV,      2006-2008 
Secretary – Bob Reiser, AA1M     Ray Sylvester, NR1R,           2006-2008 
Treasurer – Jeff Hollis, W1CKH     Tom Charbonneau, NZ1X,  2005-2007        
                            Bob Daigle, KD1ZT      2005-2007 
        Mike Rioux, W1USN      2005-2007 
 

 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
The September 21, 2006 QRA monthly membership meeting was called to order at 
7:06 PM by club president Tim MacDonald, W1WCI.  Tim’s first order of business 
was to introduce our speaker of the evening Dick McCulty and his crew from 
Beltone.  The group was treated to a great talk with slides on the subject of “Ears and 
Hearing Aid Technologies”.  A short demonstration with an ear probe was conducted 
on a couple of our members with shocking results. 
At 8:15 PM, after a break for coffee and donuts offered and served by QRA’s resident 
commissary commissioner Bob Tadgell, W1PIN, the membership meeting was called 
to order for business.  President Tim reminded all to sign the attendance sheet being 
passed around the hall.  Member Ray Sylvester made a motion to accept the 
secretary’s and treasurer’s report as read in the September issue of QRA News.  
Motion passed.  Club treasurer Jeff Hollis, W1CKH passed out new club rosters to 
the group.  President Tim announced he will be talking to Tom Charbonneau, NZ1X 
about having a club fox hunt soon.  Tom will also be asked about possibly starting 
Amateur Radio classes in March of 2007.  Secretary Bob Reiser, AA1M reported he 
has upgraded the club info on the ARRL web site and then thanked all the members 
who helped put together and distribute his first issue of QRA News.  Those helpers 
were Mike Rioux, W1USN, Mike Lazdowsky, KB1MHX and Jim Fisk, W1HL.  Bob 
also reported he sent a thank you note to Ms. McCarty at the Bates Linear Accelerator 
in Middleton to thank her for getting the field ready for our annual ARRL Field Day 
(FD was called because of weather this year).   Member Barbara Day, KA1EDV 
announced an air show would be held at Beverly airport September 23 and 24.  
President Tim asked for ideas to be submitted for club activities.  Larry Keegan, 
WA1PII lead a discussion on learning morse code.  Meeting was adjourned at 8:37.  
There were 22 members and guests in attendance. 
 
                     Respectfully submitted, Bob Reiser, AA1M, QRA club secretary 
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NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
OCTOBER 19, 2006 STARTING AT 7:00 PM 

OUR SPEAKER WILL BE 
MIKE KELLER 

HIS SUBJECT WILL BE DIGITAL TELEVISION 
 

FCC Releases Long-Awaited "Omnibus" Amateur Radio Report and Order  
 
NEWINGTON, CT, Oct 11, 2006 -- Ending a protracted waiting period, the FCC's 
Report and Order in the so-called "Omnibus" Amateur Radio proceeding, WT 
Docket 04-140, was adopted October 4 and released October 10, 2006. In it, the FCC 
adopted nearly all of the proposed changes in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 
released back in 2004. The FCC has: expanded the phone subbands in the 75 and 40 
meter bands; permitted auxiliary stations to transmit on portions of the 2 meter band; 
permitted the use of spread spectrum on 222-225 MHz; permitted amateurs to 
retransmit communications from the International Space Station; permitted amateur 
licensees to designate a specific Amateur Radio club to receive their call sign in 
memoriam; prohibited an applicant from filing more than one application for a 
specific vanity call sign; eliminated certain restrictions on equipment manufacturers 
permitted Amateur Radio stations in Alaska and surrounding waters more flexibility 
in providing emergency communications; clarified that "amateur stations may, at all 
times and on all frequencies authorized to the control operator, make transmissions 
necessary to meet essential communication needs and to facilitate relief actions"; 
deleted the frequency bands and segments specified for RACES stations; and deleted 
the requirement for public announcement of test locations and times.  
In addition, the FCC took several other miscellaneous actions.  In "refarming" the 
frequencies currently authorized to Novice and Technician Plus licensees, the 
Commission increased the voice segments for General, Advanced and Amateur Extra 
licensees.  
On 75 meters, Generals will be able to use voice from 3800-4000 kHz, an increase of 
50 kHz.  Advanced class licensees will be able to use voice from 3700-4000, an 
increase of 75 kHz, and Amateur Extras will be able to use voice from 3600 to 4000  
 
                                                                                 (Continued on next page) 
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FCC “OMNIBUS (continued)  
 
kHz, a generous increase of 150 kHz.  
On 40 meters, Advanced and Extra Class licensees will be able to use voice from 
7125-7300 kHz, an increase of 25 kHz. General class licensees will be able to use 
voice on 7175-7300 kHz, an increase of 50 kHz.  
On 15 meters, General class operators will have phone privileges on 21275-21450 
kHz, an increase of 25 kHz.  
ARRL President Joel Harrison, W5ZN, expressed the ARRL's gratitude to the FCC 
Commissioners in a letter dated October 11: "On behalf of the ARRL and the 
Commission's licensees in the Amateur Radio Service I want to express appreciation 
for your release yesterday of the Report and Order in WT Docket 04-140 (FCC 06-
149) amending Part 97 of the Commission's Rules. The Commission's action in 
clearing this pending proceeding will assist the Amateur Radio Service in meeting its 
objectives, particularly with regard to providing emergency and public service 
communications."  
The changes will go into effect 30 days after the R&O is published in the Federal 
Register. 
 
 

DUES ARE DUE NOW 
 

Dues can be paid to the club treasurer at the next membership meeting or sent to him 
at: 

QRA c/o Jeff Hollis, W1CKH, 46 Bond St., Reading, MA 01867-2432 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Club treasurer Jeff Hollis, W1CKH reports the balance of the QRA treasury as of 
October 03, 2006 is $2,015.66.  Receipts since the last report are $255.00 
membership dues and $7.66 proceeds from the sale of donuts & coffee.  
Disbursements of $15.00 paid to the secretary for misc. supplies, $31.20 paid to the 
secretary to cover postage for the QRA News and $90.00 paid to Mike Riordan, 
W1HFR to reimburse him for paying the Town of Reading for the rental of the Senior 
Center for the 2006-2007 year. 
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HONG KONG SALLY  
 
As I get older, I always seem to enjoy people’s stories a lot more.  If they involve a 
naval theme, they are that much better.  I had the distinct pleasure of talking to Fr. Pat 
Murphy and we were discussing things that disappear off the ship whether it belongs 
to you personally or it’s some little knob or switch that just seems to evaporate.  
During the 40’s and 50’s, Fr. Murphy said that when he had his ship over in Hong 
Kong, there was a woman he called “HONG KONG SALLY”.  Hong Kong Sally and 
her group of women would paint your ship for a modest fee of 3 or 4 hundred dollars.  
The other part of the deal was she wanted all the garbage from the galley after every 
chow meal.  Sounds pretty reasonable.  The only down side of it was that they would 
steal any piece of BRASS that was not being watched as well as anything that was 
not tied down.  The group would use rags instead of brushes to “Haze Gray” the ship.  
Fr. Murphy had the best looking ship in the fleet and was praised by others who 
envied him so much. 
While talking to another Captain, he told Fr. Murphy that he did indeed have the best 
looking ship.  Yes, he could too and told him about Hong Kong Sally.  He also told 
the Captain that he better post watch because of her appetite for brass.  Well, the 
other Captain neglected to post watch and after having the second best ship in the 
harbor, soon realized that Sally had relieved him of every application nozzle, hose 
fitting and strainer on his ship. 
Fr. Murphy roared laughing when he delivered that punch line to me. 
Stories like this need to be told and more importantly, listened to.  Thanks Fr. 
Murphy for sharing this story with all of us. 
 
                   USS Cassin Young Volunteer Newsletter, Steve Briand-Editor 
 
Editor’s note: Ask Mike Rioux, W1USN about Hong Kong Sally and go to 
www.cv18.com/photos/504.html for a look at “Garbage Mary” doing the same for the 
USS Wasp CV-18. 
 

 
Past issues of QRA News are available on the QRA web site:          

WWW.Rioux.org/QRA 
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QRA Purpose and Meeting Location 
 
The QRA is an organization open to all interested in radio communications.  It is our goal to further 
develop and help expand Amateur Radio (“Ham Radio”), while enjoying ourselves.  The QRA was 
founded in Wakefield, Massachusetts on November 18, 1948 and is still based in the same 
geographical area, though we have members throughout the United States.  Everyone interested is 
invited to attend QRA meetings and other activities as well as to join the association.  You do not 
need to hold an Amateur Radio license to participate.  Annual dues are $15.00 and are payable in 
September.  Dues may be paid to the treasurer at a meeting or sent to the QRA Newsletter address.  
The meetings of the QRA are held at the Reading Senior Center, 49 Pleasant Street.  Pleasant Street 
meets Route 28 (Main Street) in Reading center opposite the CVS drug store.  You’ll see a traffic 
light atop a concrete pillar in the middle of the intersection.  The Senior Center is located in an 
historic restored fire barn, approximately half a block from Route 28.  Some members will 
remember it as the place QRA once held Amateur Radio classes.  There is parking in the rear and 
the building is handicapped accessible.  Our meetings start at 7:00 pm, on the third Thursday of the 
month, excluding the summer months of July and August.  The club provides interesting and 
informative programs, repeater (145.290), mini-auctions, coffee and donuts and lots of fellowship.  
Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is invited. 
 


