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Well, a new season starts and I find myself President of the QRA!  I guess 
that I am a reluctant server.  As you may know, my attendance at club 
meetings in the past has been limited to 2 or 3 meetings a year.  I have tried 
some other clubs, but my attendance there is even worse.  I keep coming 
back to the QRA because of the warm welcome that I have received, the 
friendly and interesting people that I have met, the relaxed format of the 
meetings (including the broad range of speakers…. radio related or not) and 
the encouraging help in upgrading my license. 
With that said, I was very surprised last fall when no one else raised their 
hand to be a club officer.  I personally think that the QRA is a great 
institution, clearly with a long tradition that I have only hints about.  I think 
that it should carry on, that is why this sometimes attendee did raise his hand 
for this year. 
So far I have had lots of help and advice from several members.  We actually 
have speakers up to the first of the year, including a presentation by a 200 
“kill” Ace for the November meeting.  I hope that this continues and 
everyone spends some time thinking about club activities, potential speakers, 
serving as Club officers and that we can talk about these things during our 
business meetings and not end the year with the long drawn out silent 
nomination sessions. 
The Club Banquet, a first for me.  It was a pleasure to meet some new people 
and enjoy a night out with the group.  I was surprised and pleased with the 
attendance numbers. 
Field Day, maybe a first…the hill top encampment canceled.  We can talk 
about what is the point of Field Day, but as the storms raged the day before 
and the predictions were dire, I received many calls suggesting that I might 
call it off.  In the end we did, but on the morning of Field Day, three of us 
met at WA1QZK's QTH and an impromptu station was setup and operated as 
the Middleton EOC using WA1QZK as the call sign.  I checked in the 
following morning and learned that they has operated into the early morning 
hours and then packed it in.  Next time around we may want to have bad 
weather contingency, e.g. establishing a bare minimum commitment level. 
Summer radio…For me this has been limited to Saturday and Sunday 
morning (6-8am) chats with friends (W’s and G’s) on 17 meters and weekly 
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QRA ELECTED OFFICERS 
 CLUB OFFICERS     BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President – Tim MacDonald, W1WCI    Maurice Martini, N1UV,     2006-2008 
Vice President – Randy Bishop, KB1EDJ    Barbara Day, KA1EDV,      2006-2008 
Secretary – Bob Reiser, AA1M     Ray Sylvester, NR1R,           2006-2008 
Treasurer – Jeff Hollis, W1CKH     Tom Charbonneau, NZ1X,  2005-2007 
        Bob Daigle, KD1ZT      2005-2007 
        Mike Rioux, W1USN      2005-2007 
 

 
SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 
The QRA June monthly membership meeting and annual banquet was a large success this year.  Our speaker for the 
evening was John Paul, a noted author and automotive expert for the American Automobile Association.  Mr. Paul gave 
a talk covering several contemporary automotive topics emphasizing our need to conserve fuel.  After a delicious meal, 
the meeting was called to order by club president Tom Cefalo, W1EX.  Tom then acknowledged the fine work Mike 
Rioux, W1USN has done for the past 5 years as editor of the QRA Newsletter.  A plaque and certificate were then 
presented to Mike to show the clubs appreciation for his efforts.  The June issue of QRA News was Mike’s final as 
editor.  President Tom called our new president, Tim MacDonald, W1WCI to center stage and presented him with the 
gavel and handed over the control of the meeting.  Tim’s first official act was to present a plaque and certificate to Tom, 
thanking him for two fine years of leadership of QRA.  A large round of applause was offered to QRA Banquet 
manager Randy Bishop, KB1EDJ for another great job in organizing our annual get together.  Many prizes were 
awarded to the folks when their lucky ticket numbers were called.  President Tim adjourned the meeting at 9:45 PM. 
Respectfully submitted, Bob Reiser, AA1M, QRA Club Secretary 
 
THE BOXBORO CONVENTION  
 
The 2006 ARRL New England Division Convention or, as it’s known locally, the Boxboro Convention, was held at its 
usual place, the Boxboro Holiday Inn, Friday through Sunday, the 24th.  25th and 26th of August.  Although the 
attendance of about 2000 was down slightly from previous years, it’s still very popular amongst area Hams.  
Fortunately, the weather cooperated with a beautiful early fall day 
For those of you who have never attended a convention, the program can be roughly divided into four parts: flea market, 
exhibitors, license exams and speakers and discussion groups 
Always a favorite of mine, the flea market this year had about 150 vendors, according to Stan White, N1TT, Flea 
Market chairman.  Besides the usual “boat anchors” there were plenty of digital gadgets to satisfy the most avid 
computer guru.  One item I found particularly interesting was a juke box from the 30s or 40s, complete with pay slots 
for nickels and dimes.  Inside was a stack of perhaps 20 or 30 old 78 rpm records.  Choose one and a clever arrangement 
of mechanical arms pushed your selection onto the turntable for playing.  The juke box had once been an entertainment 
center.  Now it had a look of neglect as though it had been forgotten in a garage or cellar for decades; a sad sight.  
Nevertheless, someone bought it.  Among the exhibitors were the usual big four: Icom, Ten Tech, Yaesu and Kenwood, 
all had displays of their latest gear, and encouraged you to wiggle knobs and ask questions of the experts to your hearts 
content.  Yaesu showed off its new rig, the FTDX 9000 that sells for a cool $11,500.  Anyone buying that setup will 
need to spend hours learning the function of each of the many knobs, switches, buttons, etc.  In addition to the big four, 
there was a large display by the League.  MFJ had a busy booth as did HRO (or, as it’s called hereabouts, The Candy 
Store).  Other sellers included book dealers, various antenna companies and assorted other vendors. 
Bruce Anderson, W1LUS, runs the Volunteer Examiners at Boxboro, and has done so for as long as I can remember.  
This year he was quite pleased with the results when 50 hopefuls took exams.  Nine new Techs were licensed along 
with 6 Generals; 13 walked away with the Extra Class. 
All five halls were busy, with a total of 29 talks on subjects ranging from Bob Heil, K9EID, of microphone fame to 
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NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 21, 2006 STARTING AT 7:00 PM 

OUR SPEAKER WILL BE DICK McCULTY of BELTONE 
HIS SUBJECT WILL BE EARS and HEARING AID TECHNOLOGIES 

 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Club treasurer Jeff Hollis, W1CKH reports the current balance of the club treasury is $1,977.35 with no outstanding 
items and that while this is what we will be starting the year with, he expects that he will be handed expense chits 
relating to the field day last June.  He assumes those expenses will be in the $200 range and the club will be starting the 
year with in the neighborhood of $1,800. 
 
PRESIDENT’S NOTES (Cont.) 
 
check-ins to the 20 meter Ten Tec Net on Sunday afternoons.  Lately even 20 meters has been tough due to band 
conditions.  I have also spent some time with the PRA club helping to relocate their 146.625 repeater that is drastically 
in needed of a new home (any ideas about a location?). 
Boxboro…I had unexpected company that weekend and only made a brief visit to the convention.  I ran into several 
club members during my short stay.  The highlight for me was having a look at the soon to be available Ten Tec Omni 
VII.  It looks like a winner to me.  I hope that the price is a lot lower than the Orion II and the performance is going to 
as good as people hope. 
Tim MacDonald, W1WCI, QRA Club President 
 
THE BOXBORO CONVENTION (Cont.)  
 
antennas and tuners, as well as a QRP forum, YCCC meeting and Jacques Audet, VE2AZK, discussing baluns and 
ferrites.  One talk I attended, on the DX Lab Suite was especially impressive.  This is a software package that does just 
about everything imaginable for DX chasers (the speaker took an hour just to hit the highlights).  An example of one of 
the suite’s features, type in a DX call, push a button and a map is displayed showing the station’s location, along with a 
satellite view of its surroundings!  In the words of the program abstracts, “…..this suite really becomes the cornerstone 
of any ham’s station.”  
Certainly a big draw at any convention is the drawing for door prizes; this year was no exception.  A total of $5800 
worth was passed out including a Yaesu 8800 VHF rig, several beam and vertical antennas and a Heil desk mike and 
pair of headphones.  The number one prize was a Kenwood TS 2000 all-band transceiver.  
Add in two banquets, one Friday evening, the other Saturday, and you see there was plenty to do, total Ham immersion 
for a weekend, so to speak.   Unfortunately, you’ll have to wait two years for the next one. 
Jim Fisk, W1HL 
 
BIG-E NEEDS AMATEUR RADIO VOLUNTEERS  
 
As in the past, the Eastern States Exposition (BIG-E) in West Springfield, MA needs volunteer Amateur Radio 
operators to man a booth that will help demonstrate and showcase Amateur Radio to the public.   
The Fair starts on September 15 and runs through October 1, 2006 and amateurs who volunteer and attend will receive 
admission and parking to the Fair (almost a $25.00 value).  Special event station W1E will be set up and operated from 
the booth for making contacts with stations around the world.  There will also be HF, VHF and UHF stations used for 
NTS traffic to send free radiograms from the Fair to demonstrate our public service message handling skills and 
readiness.  Plans are to have six (6) hour shifts on weekdays and four (4) hour shifts for weekends.  Volunteers are 
asked to contact Anne, K1STM, 22 Pine Grove Rd., Southington, CT, 06489-1462, (860) 628-6454. Email: bige-
w1e@allbraille.co or Norm,W1BMK, 510 Bliss Rd., Longmeadow, MA 01106, (413) 567-5782.  Email: 
w1bmk@arrl.net. 
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DUES ARE DUE NOW 
 

Dues can be paid to the club treasurer at the next membership meeting or sent to him at: 
QRA c/o Jeff Hollis, W1CKH, 46 Bond St., Reading, MA 01867-2432 

 
 
QRA Purpose and Meeting Location 
 
The QRA is an organization open to all interested in radio communications.  It is our goal to further develop and help 
expand Amateur Radio (“Ham Radio”), while enjoying ourselves.  The QRA was founded in Wakefield, Massachusetts 
on November 18, 1948 and is still based in the same geographical area, though we have members throughout the United 
States.  Everyone interested is invited to attend QRA meetings and other activities as well as to join the association.  
You do not need to hold an Amateur Radio license to participate.  Annual dues are $15.00 and are payable in 
September.  Dues may be paid to the treasurer at a meeting or sent to the QRA Newsletter address.  The meetings of the 
QRA are held at the Reading Senior Center, 49 Pleasant Street.  Pleasant Street meets Route 28 (Main Street) in 
Reading center opposite the CVS drug store.  You’ll see a traffic light atop a concrete pillar in the middle of the 
intersection.  The Senior Center is located in an historic restored fire barn, approximately half a block from Route 28.  
Some members will remember it as the place QRA once held Amateur Radio classes.  There is parking in the rear and 
the building is handicapped accessible.  Our meetings start at 7:00 pm, on the third Thursday of the month, excluding 
the summer months of July and August.  The club provides interesting and informative programs, repeater (145.290), 
mini-auctions, coffee and donuts and lots of fellowship.  Anyone interested in Amateur Radio is invited. 
 


